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"Super flumina Babylonis, 1llio sedimus, et flevimus, dum
recorderemur tul,Sion: in salicibus in medic ejus, suspendimus
organa nostra." P8,136. 152 :

"By the rivers of Babylon, there we sst and wept when we
remembered Thee, O Sion ¢ There asmongst the willows, we hung up

our ‘instruments."

e
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This Motet is somewhat sorrowful and nostalgic. The exiles in
Babylon, remembering in sadness their city Jerusselem and how it
wgs oppressed by strangers during thelr exile, ocould not sing the
much-loved songs of thelr race, ~ even though commended to do 80
by thelr captors; — thelr zithers, they hung up smongst the willows.
After the ususl fugal opening, Pslestrine suddenly bresks his
polyphonic web at the words "there we sat down" and writes solemn
chordal music snd proceeds to decorate "and wept!', = The words
"there we hung up our instruments" ere esrtistically treated by the
use of series of sad little descending swepensions recelling the
worde "and wept" end culmineting in & climax, -—-- One is tempted
to dismiss ss ill-informed verbisge much that hes.been written to
the effect that Palestrins's polyphony is somewhat "coldly classical'.
Elevated, most certainly, but egain and agein he demonstrates a -
most sensitively humen spprosch to the ‘text in hand., - Mere "woprd-
peinting" would have been naive, - even bese, but Palestrina’s :
very sincerity whipped the strict polyphonic technigue,inta‘submisaion
to mculd a perfect musical vehicle for the words. _Not'by.gnx;atgetch
of imaginetion cen Palestrine be accused of aloofness or coldnessy—
indeelly very few composers have'soﬁdiligently~preaegveéngm@h,gQﬁelieat@
balanse heiween appeal to the emotions and to the’intellégtﬁf?
8 & &

© The estate of A.M.Fernie.
Reprinted by the Choir, March 2007.

/ﬂ Ay 2{/@5?

(57 Hary.of the Aot Ol - Wil

-5 —






